
 

 

3 July 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that you and your families are all safe and well. It has been another positive and productive week 
at the Academy. It has been good to see many of our Year 10 and Year 12 students back in school. 
  
September 2020 
You will be aware that yesterday, the government announced guidance on how schools are to re-open in 
September. This will, of course, present some logistical challenges and will involve reviewing and adapting 
our provision to ensure that we are in a position to welcome all of our students back. Work to manage how 
we facilitate this is well underway and we will of course keep you updated in relation to the plans and what 
will be in place once we are in a position to do so. 
 
Safeguarding – Online Gaming 
Online gaming can offer many positive experiences. It can give children and young people the chance to 
escape into a virtual world, to learn, and to connect with others. However, there is a risk of children and 
young people viewing inappropriate content in games and being contacted by adults seeking to exploit 
them. 
 
Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) have designed an activity pack for parents and carers to 
deliver to their children explores how they can stay safe while gaming: You can access the pack using the 
link; 
 https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/11-13s  
 
CEOP have also developed a video in collaboration with The Association for UK Interactive Entertainment 
(Ukie) a guide which helps parents and carers to understand: 
 

 How in-game chat works; 

 How it might be abused by others, and; 

 What they can do to help keep their children safe whilst using in-game chat. 
 

You can click on the lick to access the video: 
 https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/presentations-for-parents  
 
Transport to the Academy 
Throughout the lockdown, there has been significant disruption to bus, tram and coach services. The 
Academy has received a number of queries related to the various services and, whilst we are able to 
answer general questions about transport to and from the Academy, we advise parents/carers to direct 
specific questions about service provision to the relevant organisation with whom their child travels. 
  
A list of most frequently requested numbers is listed: 
 

 National Express West Midlands: 0121 254 7272 

 Thandi Coaches: 0121 565 2002 or 0121 565 2009 

 West Midlands Metro: 0345 835 8181 
  
Parents using Thandi Coaches should raise any specific service-related queries with Thandi directly. In 
this respect, the Parents Advisory Group also act on behalf of Sandwell Academy parents as a whole and 
can be contacted via: PAG@sandwellacademy.com 
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Can we also remind you that if you child is using public transport or Thandi coaches, please ensure that 
they wear a face mask for the duration of their journey.   
 
Careers – 6.2 Destinations 
In order to plan our support for 6.2 students on results day in August, we would be grateful if students 
would complete the Destination Form on the Careers page of the Academy's website as soon as possible.  
 
PiXL Apps 
 
Well done to our Year 7 PiXL Apps Users – Another fantastic week! 
 

 
 
 
Star Student – Jedidiah Nazrawi 
This week’s Star Student is Jedidiah Nazrawi in Year 7.  Jedidiah has consistently achieved green scores 
for his My Maths tasks and is proactive in asking his teacher for help, where needed.  He has done this 
throughout the entire period the Academy has been closed, demonstrating his commitment to his 
learning.  Miss Douras, has been so impressed with Jedidiah’s high scores and ongoing commitment that 
she decided to nominate him to be Star Student.  Well done Jedidiah! 

 
Parent Advisory Group (PAG) 
The Academy has a Parents Advisory Group (PAG) which is a body to provide advice, information and 
support to the Head and Governors. This assistance enables the Academy to implement its aims and 
objectives effectively. 
 
If you are interested in joining this group initial enquiries should be made to the following email address: 
pag@sandwellacademy.com 
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Work Log 
I would be very grateful if you could take a few minutes to fill in a very short online form about the work 
your child has undertaken during the week.  This form should be completed weekly by Sunday. The form 
can be found by clicking on the following link: http://sandwellacademy.com/page/work-log 
 
If you have any difficulties filling in the form, please email support@sandwellacademy.com  
 
Thank you for your continuted support. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 
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